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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
To: Office of Planning and Research          From: Sacramento Municipal Utility  

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113    District 
 Sacramento, CA 95812-3044   6201 S Street, H201 
        Sacramento, CA 95852-1830 

Sacramento County Clerk Recorder 
600 8th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
 
Project Title:  SMUD Blueprints for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero-Emission Vehicle 

Infrastructure 

Project Applicant: Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) 

Project Location: The proposed project is a paper study and computational analyses 

Project Description: SMUD is proposing to develop a planning document for possible, future 
deployment of zero emission medium- and heavy-duty vehicles and related infrastructure 
equipment. The planning document would also analyze hydrogen refueling infrastructure and 
blueprint development effort to support the growth of commercial fuel cell vehicle fleets in the 
region. SMUD applied to the California Energy Commission (CEC) for grant funding under the 
state’s Clean Transportation Program. The grant award will be used to fund the Sacramento 
Region Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero-Emission Vehicle Blueprint project with regional 
partners. 
 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving the Project: Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
 
 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out the Project: Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
 
 
 
Exempt Status (Check One): 
 

Ministerial (CEQA PRC §21080(b)(1); CEQA Guidelines §15268)  

Declared Emergency (CEQA PRC §21080(b)(3); CEQA Guidelines §15269(a))  

Emergency Project (CEQA PRC §21080(b)(4); CEQA Guidelines §15269(b)(c))  

Categorical Exemption (CEQA PRC §21080(b)(9), §21084); CEQA Guidelines 
(§15306 Information Collection).  

 

 
 
Reasons Why Project is Exempt: Under CEQA Guidelines §15062, a lead agency must 
identify the rationale for making the determination that a project is exempt under CEQA.  SMUD 



  
 

2 

has determined that the Blueprints for Medium- and Heavy-Duty Zero-Emission Vehicle 
Infrastructure Project is exempt under CEQA Guidelines §15306, Information Collection, which 
allows for projects involving basic data collection, research, experimental management, and 
resource evaluation activities which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an 
environmental resource. These may be strictly for information gathering purposes, or as part of 
a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet approved, adopted, or funded.  
The proposed project meets the criteria as the project will not cause direct physical change in 
the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment 
because it is for a research and computational analyses, encompassing basic data collection, 
experimental management, and resource evaluation activities that do not result in major 
disturbances to an environmental resource. Therefore, the project is considered exempt in 
accordance with the CEQA Guidelines §15306. 
 
 

Lead Agency Contact Person: 
 
Ammon Rice 
Supervisor, Environmental Services 
SMUD  
6201 S Street, Mailstop B209, Sacramento, CA 95817 
916-732-7466  
email:  ammon.rice@smud.org 
 
 
 
 
 
             7/14/2021 
Ammon Rice  Date 
Supervisor, Environmental Services    
SMUD    

 
Signed by Lead Agency  

Signed by Lead Applicant  

 
 
Date Received for filing at OPR:  _________________________ 
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